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(4) A request for interest benefits and 
special allowance is considered timely 
only if it is received by the Secretary 
within 90 days following the end of the 
quarter to which the request pertains. 

(5) A request for interest benefits and 
special allowance is not considered ac-
curate and complete if it— 

(i) Requests payments to which the 
lender is not entitled under §§ 682.300 
through 682.302; 

(ii) Includes loans that the Secretary, 
in writing, has directed that the lender 
exclude from the request; 

(iii) Does not contain all information 
required by the Secretary or contains 
conflicting information; or 

(iv) Is not provided and certified on 
the form and in the manner prescribed 
by the Secretary. 

(c) Independent audits. (1) If a lender 
originates or holds more than $5 mil-
lion in FFEL loans during its fiscal 
year, it must submit an independent 
annual compliance audit for that year, 
conducted by a qualified independent 
organization or person. The Secretary 
may, following written notice, suspend 
the payment of interest benefits and 
special allowance to a lender that does 
not submit its audit within the time 
period prescribed in paragraph (c)(2) of 
this section. 

(2) The audit required under para-
graph (c)(1) of this section must— 

(i) Examine the lender’s compliance 
with the Act and applicable regula-
tions; 

(ii) Examine the lender’s financial 
management of its FFEL program ac-
tivities; 

(iii) Be conducted in accordance with 
the standards for audits issued by the 
United States General Accounting Of-
fice’s (GAO’s) Government Auditing 
Standards. Procedures for audits are 
contained in an audit guide developed 
by and available from the Office of the 
Inspector General of the Department; 

(iv) Be conducted at least annually 
and be submitted to the Secretary 
within six months of the end of the 
audit period. The initial audit must be 
of the lender’s first fiscal year that be-
gins after July 23, 1992, and must be 
submitted within six months of the end 
of the audit period. Each subsequent 
audit must cover the lender’s activities 
for the period beginning no later than 

the end of the period covered by the 
preceding audit; 

(v) With regard to a lender that is a 
governmental entity, the audit re-
quired by this paragraph must be con-
ducted in accordance with 31 U.S.C. 
7502 and 34 CFR part 80, appendix G; 
and 

(vi) With regard to a lender that is a 
nonprofit organization, the audit re-
quired by this paragraph must be con-
ducted in accordance with OMB Cir-
cular A–133, Audit of Institutions of 
Higher Education and Other Nonprofit 
Institutions, as incorporated in 34 CFR 
74.61(h)(3). If a nonprofit lender meets 
the criteria in Circular A–133 for choos-
ing the option for a program-specific 
audit, and so chooses, the program-spe-
cific audit must meet the requirements 
in paragraphs (c)(1) through (c)(2)(iv) of 
this section. 

(vii) The Secretary may determine 
that a lender has met the requirements 
of paragraph (c) of this section if the 
lender has been audited in accordance 
with 31 U.S.C. 7502 for other purposes, 
the lender submits the results of the 
audit to the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral, and the Secretary determines 
that the audit meets the requirements 
of this paragraph. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1845–0020) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1077, 1078, 1078–1, 1078–2, 
1078–3, 1082, 1087–1) 

[57 FR 60323, Dec. 18, 1992, as amended at 58 
FR 9119, Feb. 19, 1993; 59 FR 61428, Nov. 30, 
1994; 60 FR 31411, June 15, 1995; 64 FR 18978, 
Apr. 16, 1999; 64 FR 58627, Oct. 29, 1999] 

Subpart D—Administration of the 
Federal Family Education 
Loan Programs by a Guaranty 
Agency 

§ 682.400 Agreements between a guar-
anty agency and the Secretary. 

(a) The Secretary enters into agree-
ments with a guaranty agency whose 
loan guarantee program meets the re-
quirements of this subpart. The agree-
ments enable the guaranty agency to 
participate in the FFEL programs and 
to receive the various payments and 
benefits related to that participation. 

(b) There are four agreements: 
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(1) Basic program agreement. In order 
to participate in the FFEL programs, a 
guaranty agency must have a basic 
program agreement. Under this agree-
ment— 

(i) Borrowers whose Stafford and 
Consolidation loans that consolidate 
only subsidized Stafford loans are guar-
anteed by the agency may qualify for 
interest benefits that are paid to the 
lender on the borrower’s behalf; and 

(ii) Lenders under the guaranty agen-
cy program may receive special allow-
ance payments from the Secretary and 
have death, disability, bankruptcy, 
closed school and false certification 
discharge claims paid by the Secretary 
through the guaranty agency. 

(2) Federal advances for claim payments 
agreement. A guaranty agency must 
have an agreement for Federal ad-
vances for claim payments to receive 
and use Federal advances to pay de-
fault claims. 

(3) Reinsurance agreement. A guaranty 
agency must have a reinsurance agree-
ment to receive reimbursement from 
the Secretary for its losses on default 
claims. 

(4) Loan Rehabilitation Agreement. A 
guaranty agency must have an agree-
ment for rehabilitating a loan for 
which the Secretary has made a rein-
surance payment under section 428(c)(1) 
of the Act. 

(c) The Secretary’s execution of an 
agreement does not indicate accept-
ance of any current or past standards 
or procedures used by the agency. 

(d) All of the agreements are subject 
to subsequent changes in the Act, in 
other applicable Federal statutes, and 
in regulations that apply to the FFEL 
programs. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1072, 1078–1, 1078–2, 1078– 
3, 1082, 1087, 1087–1) 

[57 FR 60323, Dec. 18, 1992, as amended at 59 
FR 33353, June 28, 1994; 64 FR 18978, Apr. 16, 
1999; 64 FR 58627, Oct. 29, 1999] 

§ 682.401 Basic program agreement. 
(a) General. In order to participate in 

the FFEL programs, a guaranty agency 
shall enter into a basic agreement with 
the Secretary. 

(b) Terms of agreement. In the basic 
agreement, the guaranty agency shall 
agree to ensure that its loan guarantee 

program meets the following require-
ments at all times: 

(1) Aggregate loan limits. The aggre-
gate guaranteed unpaid principal 
amount for all Stafford and SLS, loans 
made to a borrower may not exceed the 
amounts set forth in § 682.204 (b), (e), 
and (g). 

(2) Annual loan limits. (i) The annual 
loan maximum amount for a borrower 
that may be guaranteed for an aca-
demic year may not exceed the 
amounts set forth in § 682.204 (a), (c), 
(d), (f), and (h). 

(ii) A guaranty agency may make the 
loan amounts authorized under para-
graph (b)(2)(i) of this section applicable 
for either— 

(A) A period of not less than that at-
tributable to the academic year; 

(B) A period attributable to the aca-
demic year in which the student earns 
the amount of credit in the student’s 
program of study required by the stu-
dent’s school as the amount necessary 
for the student to advance in academic 
standing as normally measured on an 
academic year basis (for example, from 
freshman to sophomore or, in the case 
of schools using clock hours, comple-
tion of at least 900 clock hours; or 

(C) A period that does not exceed 12 
months. 

(iii) The amount of a loan guaranteed 
may not exceed the amount set forth in 
§ 682.204(k). 

(3) Duration of borrower eligibility. (i) 
A student borrower under the Stafford 
Loan Program or the SLS Program and 
a parent borrower under the PLUS Pro-
gram are eligible to receive a guaran-
teed loan for any year of the student’s 
study at a participating school. 

(ii) Loans must be available to or on 
behalf of any student for at least six 
academic years of study. 

(4) Reinstatement of borrower eligibility. 
Except as provided in § 668.35(b) for a 
borrower with a defaulted loan on 
which a judgment has been obtained, 
reinstatement of Title IV eligibility for 
a borrower with a defaulted loan must 
be in accordance with this paragraph 
(b)(4). For a borrower’s loans held by a 
guaranty agency on which a reinsur-
ance claim has been paid by the Sec-
retary, the guaranty agency must af-
ford a defaulted borrower, upon the 
borrower’s request, renewed eligibility 
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